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The staff of St. John’s is here to serve you. Please don’t hesitate to contact the church office at 952-445-5666 if you have any 

questions or concerns.  If you need pastoral care or have a pastoral emergency, please call the church office and you will be directed 
to Pastor Gary. Please contact the church office for specific prayer requests or if a home or hospital visit is needed. 

 

Rev. Gary Kinkel, Senior Pastor                                                          pastorgary@stjohns-shakopee.com 
Sean Vander Veen, Worship Music Accompanist                           vanderveen.sean@gmail.com  
Karen Van Sickle, Choir Director                                                        kvansick@shakopee.k12.mn.us 

Lisa Friesen, Administrative Assistant                                               info@stjohns-shakopee.com 
 

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Monday, Tuesday & Thursday,   
12:00 p.m. to 5:0 0 p.m. – Wednesday, Closed – Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 

   

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church                                                            August 2017 

Summer Worship Hours 
 Sundays @ 9:00am through September 10th 

 

Fall/Winter Worship Hours 
Begins Sunday, September 17th  

Sundays @ 8:15am & 10:30am 

Sunday School/Adult Education 9:25am 
 

 

mailto:pastorgary@stjohns-shakopee.com
mailto:vanderveen.sean@gmail.com
mailto:info@stjohns-shakopee.com


 

 

 

2  

 
From Pastor Gary Kinkel… 

 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 

Grace and peace to you from our Savior and our Lord, Jesus Christ! Exciting things are happening at 

St. John’s Lutheran! God is at work among us. The Holy Spirit is compelling us. Please come and be a 

part of it! 

There are some new plans coming together for Rally Day! There will be fun things to do, a 

Reformation book table (in recognition of the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s 95 Theses against 

Indulgences and the beginning of a movement) and food. In addition, we are making a concerted 

effort to engage with and invite the neighborhood that surrounds the church. We want to make 

contact, renew old relationships, initiate new ones and see if the children (and there are a significant 

number of them) might become part of our Sunday School. We will be making some public 

announcements and taking a flyer around the neighborhood. It would be great if we had a good 

number of members present at Rally Day to greet people and make them feel welcome. Join us in 

God’s mission for the world! 

We live in a time of rapid and massive changes. People live and think differently than we did even 20 

years ago. People are connected to each other, use their time and think about how to use their 

money very differently than in the past (again, even just 20 years ago). But the church tends not to 

change very much; or only slowly and with great difficulty. But it is urgent that we begin to pray and 

think hard together about how to proclaim the Gospel to real people who are outside the circle of the 

church, its traditions and its language. How can we become the agents by which people will 

genuinely hear the Word of the Gospel? How might we as a congregation live—act—so that the 

Gospel makes contact with our surroundings through the things we do? We are called by the Lord to 

ask this about every area of our life together: from worship to Sunday School and VBS; from 

fellowship to action committees; from our prayer to our bake sales and the Spring Social. How is the 

Lord calling us to be converted and be renewed by trying old things in a new way? 

Feel the surge of the Holy Spirit! Come and be a part of these exciting days! And soon, we will have a 

new associate pastor on board to join us in mission! St. John’s is full of life, and that eternal! Please 

don’t stand at a distance, come be a part of it! 

See you Sundays!  

In the grace of Jesus, 

 

Pastor Gary 
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OWLS – Bake Sale! 
 

The OWL’S will be hosting a bake sale on Sunday, September 10th 

after the worship service. So, get prepared for some special goodies! 

Proceeds from the sale will go into the general fund at St. John’s.  

If you have questions call Del at 952-412-4917.  OWL are welcome!  

     LOAVES & FISHES 
 

Loaves and Fishes will be on Tuesday, August 1st, 2017 at St. Mark's Catholic Church Shakopee.  
Dinner is served at 5:30pm. We need volunteers to help serve the meal to the community and clean up.  

If you would like to volunteer, please contact Renee Lea at 952-890-0201.  

 

Loaves & Fishes seeking Volunteer Coordinator 
I would like to thank all the volunteers who have helped prepare or served meals on the first Tuesday of the month at Loaves and Fishes.   

I will facilitate meals through the September 2017 meal. The Loaves and Fishes organization will prepare and ask volunteers to serve the 

meals in our absence. Our church wishes to continue this mission work and is seeking a new facilitator. Please contact Pastor Gary if you 

are interested. I will be available to anyone who has questions regarding this mission.  Renee Lea 
 
 

OWLS  
(St. John’s  

Older, Wiser,  
Lutheran Seniors) 

 

Thank you for taking the time to complete a pledge card for the                                        
 2017 Rise Up and Be Renewed Campaign! 

 

Pledged giving from 29 families for 2017 is $83,000, which is approximately one-third of the annual 
budget.  In addition, 40 individuals have pledged their time to serve at St. John’s, from assisting on 
Sunday mornings as ushers, teaching Sunday School, maintaining and updating our worship space, or 
volunteering with Loaves and Fishes, all of which support the five mission categories at St. John’s: 
Worship, Prayer, and Music; Community Outreach and Pastoral Care; Spiritual Formation and Education; 
Mission and Service; and Fellowship.  Over the summer, the Stewardship Renewal Team will continue to 
sort and share this information with the appropriate contacts to build or renew existing teams.  
 

We hope to build on the momentum of 2017 campaign and will be kicking off the 2018 campaign this 
fall…watch for more to come and thank you to everyone for your continued support and sharing your 
time, talent, and treasures at St. John’s! 
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Musicals with a Mission Presents… 

 

 
 

Reformation 500 Bookstore at St. John's! 
 

The 500th anniversary of the Reformation is fast approaching! Do you want to learn more about Martin Luther, his writings, 
and their impact on Christianity? Do you want to reflect on the ongoing impact of the Reformation today? Stop by our Reformation 

500 Bookstore to shop for engaging books on the Reformation for readers of all ages and interests!  
Save up to 50% plus receive free shipping on all Bookstore titles. 

 

Stop by the display table near the front entry on September 10 and 17 between 10:00 and 11:30 a.m. 
to get fascinating books on the Reformation for you and your family. 

 

Our Bookstore is sponsored by Augsburg Fortress, the publishing ministry of the ELCA. The books will include bestselling 
biographies like Luther the Reformer as well as an atlas of the European Reformations, a graphic novel for young readers, and 

primary sources from The Annotated Luther series. 
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St John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church - Council Meeting Minutes - May 15, 2017 
 
I. Gathering of Council Members 

All council members—Sandy McCullough, Mollie Viola, Renee Lea, Nancy Berndt, Shelley Gehrman, Erik Allen, Mark McGraw, Pastor Gary 
Kinkel, and Kathy Larson—were present. 
A. The May 15, 2017, meeting was called to order by Sandy McCullough at 7:07 PM.   
B. The addition of both a Treasurer’s Report and the possible gift of a painting by Thomas Fundora were added to the agenda.  Mollie Viola 

made and Pastor Gary seconded a motion to approve the amended agenda.  Motion carried.   
C. Pastor Gary led the council through a study of Acts 4:13-23.  Council members discussed the disciples’ boldness, freedom, and ability to 

address those in authority at that time.  Pastor Gary pondered what the Lord is saying to each council member tonight and to St. John’s as 
a congregation. 

 

II. Discernment (New Business) 
A. Although plans for Vacation Bible School have been addressed, volunteers to organize and lead that program are not in place.  Dates and 

times have yet to be determined.  Pastor Gary will focus on the overall program, keeping in mind that participation numbers have been in 
decline for the past five to seven years.    

B. Del Lind contacted Nancy Berndt, asking permission for the OWLS to hold a fundraiser.  Money raised would be used to pay speakers for 
the group should the need to do so arise.  Sandy will secure the form necessary for this request and give it to Nancy.  The council is not 
interested in micromanaging the event, but did question whether the money raised would be kept within the OWLS group or be deposited 
in the church’s general fund.   

C. MWAM asked that their performance of Prince of Egypt be held in place of morning worship on Sunday, August 13th.  The performance is 
approximately 60 – 90 minutes long.  Although no decision on the request was reached, securing a different time for the performance was 
encouraged. Mark McGraw will engage the Musicals with A Mission group in further discussion.   

D. Kathy Larson would like to donate a painting titled “The Back of Christ” by Thomas Fundora to St. John’s.  The painting attracted 
international recognition and fame when first presented at the Spanish Pavilion at the 1965 World’s Fair.  According to Fundora, the idea 
for the painting was not that Christ is turning His back on us, but rather that anyone who truly follows Christ does not see His face. The 
Properties Committee will decide whether or not to accept the painting for permanent display.    
 

III. Decisions (Old Business) 
A. Nancy Berndt reported that even though this year’s Spring Social had 17 fewer attendees, it raised $4000 more than did last year’s event.  

The considerably increased amount of $16,032.59 was raised this year.  The next Spring Social is scheduled for April 20, 2018, again at 
Turtle’s Restaurant in Shakopee. 

B. Mark McGraw reported that painting and a few other projects have been completed and paid for.  From the $7100 allotted for all 
anticipated projects, $4000 remains available.  The Properties Committee is working with an interior designer.    

C. The Call Committee has lost one member due to health concerns.  At present, our church resume has been completed and it’s anticipated 
that all paperwork will be done by tomorrow—May 16th.  The committee hopes to have a candidate for the position of Associate Pastor in 
place by Rally Sunday in September.  Perhaps a new seminary graduate would be available to fill this position.    

D. No staff reviews have been completed. 
E. Securing applicants for the custodial position has been temporarily placed on hold.  To date, Pastor José Luís has been cleaning the 

church and helping maintain the grounds at St. John’s.   
F. Renee Lea will write a report for the next newsletter.   
G. A motion to approve amended April 18, 2017, council minutes was made by Erik Allen and seconded by Mark McGraw.  Motion carried. 
H. Erik Allen presented a detailed Treasurer’s Report.  He emphasized that although total offerings equal 108% of budget, we will be in deficit 

spending for the next 24 months.     
 

IV. Sending 
A. Hiring a custodian and completing staff reviews are action items set for the next council meeting June 20, 2017. 
B. Sandy McCullough led the council in a closing prayer.   
C. The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 PM.  

We are still in need of teachers for the  

2017-2018 Sunday School year! 
Help is also needed to assist Brian Johnson with music. 

 

If you are interested, please contact the Sunday School office @ stjhnsundayschool@gmail.com 
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St John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church - Council Meeting Minutes – June 20, 2017 
 
I. Gathering of Council Members 

All council members—Sandy McCullough, Mollie Viola, Renee Lea, Nancy Berndt, Shelley Gehrman, Erik Allen, Mark McGraw, Pastor Gary 
Kinkel, and Kathy Larson—were present. 
A. This Council Meeting held on June 20, 2017, was called to order by Sandy McCullough at 7:02 PM. 
B. Renee Lea made and Nancy Berndt seconded a motion to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.  
C. Pastor Gary led the council through an historical study of Acts 4:23-31 and a discussion of how that portion of scripture relates to present 
day concerns. 
 

II. Discernment (New Business) 
A. Questions arose regarding salary, vacation and pension options for administrators.  All agreed that while these issues need to be 
addressed, the budget was set by the congregation in January,2017, and remains in effect until the Annual Meeting in January 2018.  Financial 
issues regarding salary, vacation, and pension options will be addressed in the budget presented at this next annual meeting.   
B.  A discussion ensued concerning Rally Sunday and our Sunday School Program.  Specifically, what are we trying to accomplish here at St. 
John’s and how are we addressing current needs and setting goals to reach desired outcomes?  Pastor Gary and Aimee Johnson will address 
these questions as we look toward starting our fall programs.   
C. Renee Lea moved and Erik Allen seconded a motion to give Musicals with a Mission (MWAM) $400 to pay for the rights to produce an 
upcoming production.  The motion was carried unanimously.  
D. Del Lind submitted a proposal on behalf of the OWLS.  The group wishes to hold a bake sale either between or after services at a yet to-be-
determined date.  Mark McGraw moved and Erik Allen seconded a motion to allow the group to hold the fundraiser.  The motion carried 
unanimously.  Pastor Gary will visit with Del and help him with the completion of St. John’s Fundraiser Form.  The money raised will be used 
should speakers for the OWLS group require compensation.   
 

III. Decisions (Old Business) 
A. Stewardship:  
• Mollie Viera led a nine-week course on personal savings and debt reduction through Financial Peace University.  She reported upon its 
remarkable success, will update the congregation on the goals and rewards of taking the course, and plans to present this class offering here at 
St. John’s again in the fall.  Mollie suggests we add a baby-sitting component to the overall program.  
• Our spring campaign resulted in pledges totaling $60,000 submitted from approximately 7% of St. John’s total membership.  The goal of a 
second campaign to be held this fall is to increase the total percent of pledges received from 7% to 20%.  We need to secure leaders for this 
endeavor.   
B. Properties:  
• Scott Wilts and Mark McGraw walked through the property with a decorator.   
• Mark reported that the chimney flashing has been fixed.   
• An extension pole for hanging banners was purchased 
C. Call Committee - Pastor Gary talked with Greg Peterson from the synod.  Greg believes we will receive the names of several candidates for 
the full-time position of associate pastor within the next week or two.   
D. Staff Reviews - Pastor Gary reported that Lisa’ Friesen’s performance review was completed.  She is doing an excellent job for St. John’s in 
this part-time position.   
E. Custodian Position - We have received one application for this position from Pastor José Luíz.  He and his wife own a cleaning business 
with which St. John’s would contract service.  The cost would be consistent with that formerly paid but the job description would expand to 
include outdoor maintenance responsibilities.    
F. Treasurer's Report - Erik Allen’s verbal report included the amount of cash on hand as of 5/31/2017.  He pointed out that giving is down 
about $3000 for the year, while expenses remain on target. 
G. Council Minutes - Minutes for the May, 2017 meeting will be available at the July 18, 2017 Council Meeting. 
H. Newsletter Assignment - There was no assignment for the month of July. 
I. Council Retreat - The retreat is postponed until a later date.  It is hoped that we can schedule that retreat after we have secured an assistant 
minister.  He or she could provide valuable input for current council members. 
 

IV.  Sending 
A. Review Action Items  
• The Education Committee will meet to address issues regarding Rally Sunday and Sunday School. 
• The next Council Meeting date is July 18, 2017.  
B. Sandy McCullough closed the meeting with prayer.   
C. The Council Meeting was adjourned at 8:57 PM.   
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AUGUST 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
3:00 or 5:00PM  
Loaves & Fishes @ St. 
Mark’s Catholic 
Church 
 

2 
12:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study 

  7:00 PM MWAM Rehearsal 
  7:00 PM National Youth  
                Gathering Meeting 

3 
7:00 PM AA* 
7:00 PM High 
School/College 
Youth Discussion 

4 

 

5 
9:00 AM AA * 
3:00 PM Hispanic  
              Church 
 

6 
9:00 AM Worship & MWAM  
              Show Preview 
2:00 PM Hispanic Church 
6:00 PM MWAM Rehearsal 
 

7 
7:00 PM AA* 
District Meeting 

8 
7:00 PM Visioning 
Team 

 

9 
12:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study  
  6:00 PM MWAM Dress  
                Rehearsal 
  7:00 PM Stewardship Team     

10 
7:00 PM AA* 
7:00 PM MWAM  
       Performance 

11 
7:00 PM MWAM  
       Performance 

12 
9:00 AM AA * 
 

13 

9:00 AM Worship 
2:00 PM Hispanic Church 
4:00 PM MWAM  
              Performance 
5:30 PM Luther & Lager 
 
 

14 
6:00 PM MWAM 
Auditions-Fall 
Musical 
 

15 
7:00 PM Church 
Council Meeting 

16 
12:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study  
   

17 
7:00 PM AA* 
7:00 PM High 
School/College 
Youth Discussion 
 

18 
 

19 
  9:00 AM AA * 
12:00 PM Hispanic    
                Church 
 

20 
9:00 AM Worship 
2:00 PM Hispanic Church 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
12:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study  

   
  

24 
7:00 PM AA* 
7:00 PM High 
School/College 
Youth Discussion 
 

25 26 
9:00 AM AA * 

27 
9:00 AM Worship  
2:00 PM Hispanic Church 

 

28 29 
 

30 
12:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study  

   

31 
7:00 PM AA* 
7:00 PM High 
School/College 
Youth Discussion 
 
 

  

 

 

  

 
 

* - “AA is not allied with any sect, denomination, politics, organization or institution…” 

 

http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260528655&event_date=3/6/2014&ci=L6O9O9O9M7F0O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=256550517&event_date=3/1/2014&ci=L6O9O9O9M7F0O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260528655&event_date=3/6/2014&ci=L6O9O9O9M7F0O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=256550517&event_date=3/1/2014&ci=L6O9O9O9M7F0O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260528655&event_date=3/13/2014&ci=L6O9O9O9M7F0O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=256550517&event_date=3/15/2014&ci=L6O9O9O9M7F0O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260528655&event_date=3/13/2014&ci=L6O9O9O9M7F0O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=256550517&event_date=3/22/2014&ci=L6O9O9O9M7F0O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260562406&event_date=3/23/2014&ci=L6O9O9O9M7F0O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260528655&event_date=3/13/2014&ci=L6O9O9O9M7F0O9L6I3&igd=
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119 West Eighth Avenue 
P.O. Box 178 
Shakopee, MN 55379 
Phone:  952-445-5666 
www.stjohns-shakopee.com 
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      The Mission of St. John’s 
Called as children of God 

Comforted and Challenged by the Holy Spirit 
Committed to serve Christ in the world 

  
 
 

 

 

The Eagle is a publication of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church.  It is published 
monthly and mailed to its members. 
 

The Eagle welcomes news and 
features from its readers.  We reserve 
the right to edit submitted material for 
content and length.  All newsletter 
materials are due in the church office 
on the 20th day of the month preceding 
publication. 
 

All addressing changes and mailing 
inquiries should be directed to the 
church office at 952-445-5666 or 
info@stjohns-shakopee.com. 
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